April, 03

Nationat Urganic Standards Board
1404 Independence Avenue, 3W.,
Room 4008-50, AG Mop (268,
Washington, 1.0, 26230-0200

Prepr NOSB Chatrman B Ridee,

As a consumer, | want to express ATl support for the recent Livestock Committes Pasture Requirement recommen-
dations, Enforcement of true access 10 pasture is necessary so that all organic ruminants recsive a significant, and
legally mendated, portios of their total feed intake from pasture. This meludes an sHiowance of oply narrowly de-
fined, short-term "temporary™) exceptions to pastare. | strongly agree that lsctation is not a "stege of production”
during which daity cows migy be dended pasture for prazing, 1 wrge the NOSB to recommend specific wording be
sdded fo she Pasture Rule o keep $is type of abuse from continsing o ocour.

Prgduare i 30 essenlial componest of orgasic dairy production frem many perspectives: Feor the health znd prometion
of he satursl bebavior of the cow, respecting fhe perspective of the consiamer and their belief that erganic milkcis
produced By cows having legitimates access to pashore, assging the consumer's right fo she exira nutritiensl advan-
tage provided by grazing cows, and zekrowiedgement of the many snvirenmentel bepefits provided by pusture, in-
cluding lower snergy use (avoidance of machine-intensive systems of animal feed delivery and manure disposal),
yechzced seil erosion and the proiection of water and air gualisy,

[ firrther support the additionsl recommendations of The Cornuicopia Institute, Norfheast Organic Dairy Producers
Alliance, and other groups whe advocste specific and additional language, including that the pastere definition be
farther refmed such that "pasture” is limd managed fo maintain or improve soil, water, and vegatative resources and
to provide maximum feed value by growing suitable mrosses and other forages from which animals graze plant mate-
riat siill connected o s roots, Organic dalry andmals, from 172 months of age and up, must consuwme 1o less than
30% of their daily dry matter intake from pesture for @ minimum of 120 salendar days per vear, with & maximum
stocking rate of three hotating dasry cows per aore, Farms not i complisnce with the above shosid Be allowed one
venr i o0 into complisnde but will need to file an updated and enforceable Bnn plan, providing for adequate
pasture, within 60 days of the poublishing of any new pasture guidince document by the USDA.

1 yrge the NOSE to adopt the Livesteck Conmnitiee Pasare Recommendation sl add the sbove specificity, making
frue aogess o pasture a reality.

Sincerely yours,




